
A(JGUST I4EETING wi l l  be held Monday, August 27th at  Tt to p-.m. at  Rastal l  Ceoter,  Colorado
aol f  e-qe. I  am sure you al l .  remember Tom Flynn from'rstalk ing the \ . , i ld t {ushroomrr fame;
the cookbook for al l  mycologists,  compi led and pr inted by the colorado f4ycological

S PORE -ADD ICT TII4ES

N E].JS L E TTE R

AUGUST I984

on mushrooms commonl y found along the front range; as past.  President
ogical  Society;  and in general  a nice guy with a lot  of  informet ion

A Foray wes held Saturday, August 4th on Rampart  Range. lJe had about l5 peopl
The forest  had been wet,  but  resul ts were st i l l  d isappoint ing.  Last year 's ha
lrere so plent i fu l  that  we r , ,ere ant ic ipat ing more. There were enough Chanterel
found to give most a taste and a c lose hand chance to ident i fy them. As usuai
had a marvelous t ime anyway.

SPoRES AFIELD stated thet r rover 500 mushroom poisonings were reported
hospi ta is last  year alone'r .  This is $/hy i t  is  inportant to br ing th i
by educat ion.  iFurther checking this \aeekend with the Poison Control
th is is ' r ingest ionsrr  not  necessar i ly  poisonings _ whew!)

mind dr iv ing f rom Boulder !^/ i th wi fe,  Ri ta,  to give our program.
1y have a program in August (hoping that everyone wi l l  at tend
hope that we wi l l  have a good turnout for  Tom. Your at tenden

i ty of  an ALrgust meet ing.

e at tend{

les
,  we al  I

to Col orado
s number down
i nformed us that ,l

Soc i  ety;  our program
of the Col oredo Mycol
to share tha t  doesn' t
Since we do not usual
l .4us hroorn Fair) ,  we do
wi l  l  prove the necess

Vlola carret t  brought in a Bol
Dr.  Harry Thiers at  the Fair .

etus she had gathered in Coledale and i t  was taken to
I t  was tan with br ight  red on the upper st ipe.  The
we must report  that  i t  seemed to make Dr.  Thiers '  t r

seems that he had named that mushroom Dreviouslv.  l t
proud of  Viola for  her f ind.

By the t ime you receive th is newslet ter  the l ' lushroom Fair ,  August l9th wi l l  be history.
l ,Je hope you were abie to at tend, Also the 20th Dr.  Harry Thiers wi l l  have had the
Denver rnonthly progl 'am, This informat ion was in the July Newslet ter ,  I  am sure you
got your lposters out and were a part  of  these happenings.

POST 695119669 FAtR NEl, ,s:  l , ,e had a lovely foray saturday the l8th.  l t  took two
tFa;-sh-ots a t - iE-T'ut Liz Ras and Lorri  Ligon managed to each f ind e chantrel le
Note their  smug looks at  the next meet ing.

,were a I so wh i te to tan. vel I  ,
t / / to olr  region worthlrhi le.  l t
- Boletus rEbfi-p.cs,. l.re are very
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The Fair  was a huge success with vrel l  over 200 species ident i f ied,  Dennis took mushrooms
up Saturday night,  and was ready for the ear ly t r ip Sunday. We are very grateful  to have
a president so dedicated. Don Berr igan, Bea Lyons, Liz,  Lee Barzee also at tended.

FORAYS: Airgust 25th -  Saturday -  Craigs.  l {eet  at  the Safeway parking 1ot of  Red
Rocks shopping center at  B:00.

September 8th is a proposed foray at  l . { ichigan Creek to
is a 2:  hour t r ip,  p lease advise Dennis i f  you wish to
to be great in lhat  area. Two year ago or so our c lub

join the Denver c lub.  Since this
at tend. The mushroons are supposed
went and i t  was very successful  .

cvr 'en custafson had a bout wi th a ruptured appendix.  l re give her o| ] r  best  wishes. Glen
Roberson is coning a)onq great wi th his "pinned'r  leg.  He wi l l  be bebt ing those mushrooms
to death wi th his crutch.  Dorothy Ferrand acknowledged our let ter  of  condolence and
intorns us she is doing v/el l  end thanks the club for our good wishes.

DONIT CONFUSE THE REAL CHANTERELLE VITH THE FALSE THAT HAS DELICATE GILLS INST€AD OF I IFOLDSI '

Dennis Craig -598-923\ BErbera Laura 578-1048 (days)

te(



The Genus Psilocybe
Revie{ by C. Lincoff

TllE GEN]JS PSILoCYBE. By Caston Cuzr0an. J, Cra.ner, Vaduz, a9g. 439 pp. 281 fieues
(l ine d-rawings of nushroons & nicroscopic characters, olack & rr i . ire photoE of nusn-
loons, and electron nicroscope photos of spores) anil  60 color photos. $80,
(Menber6 of NAIIA get f@ discount - Older fron Lr.rtorecht & Craner Ltd., Booksellers
& Publishers, R.D, I, Box 244, Forestburgh, Ner york f2?Z?)
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Because of the conplexity of the issues raised by this
jn two parts. Part Tro url l l  examine
species concepts of lg:lqgXlg used
they agree with or aliverge I-ron
in the f ie1d,

rne naJor Pa.!t oI LhlS nonograph
fil4 speci.es and varieties oi
reco€nized ty the author. In
intloductory chapters on the
of the species and on the hallu-
appendix l ists over 500 t i t fes

llhen you read about psifocybes
that these nushrooms onfy occrtr ir

work this review will- appear
the genus, sectional, &
ty this author and hor|
those of other yorke?s

describes and ifLustrates
Psilocvbe as studled anal

ecolosr and distrlbution
^i  

n^dar i  
^  
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1,^r ,  do+ +ha i rnracci  
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Mexico, pfu€ a fer slecles

sone of the
il you riant
yourself Bone-

that can be found in Florlda and the Paciflc Nolthwest, In fact, the bulk of the
species do 6een to occur in Mexico and tropical Anerica. Ma-ny of these lEve loca1

and 3. !E!qEIA, othera

coDmon n€ulesr this book gives the conmon nalnes for lEny of
these rnushrooms in Zapotec, Nahuatl, Maz,atec, Spanish, and
so on. P. aztecorun, for exanple, is calleat 'doridlon'
(slee?y head), and P. zapotecorun is_ca11ed., aJDnt other
things, rpiule de bardar in Zapotec (nushroon of the Christ
c?ow4of sl ines, , {hateyer that neans).

Neverthefess, thexe a.re nany species that occur in Europe
anal Asia, even Afxica has one, and no fewer than 16 species 

-'axe recognized in New Iork. In ouj area, sone of u6 a.?e
falri I iax wlth 3. souanosa vax, thrausLa and !, ggqlilgE.
In addition, t,hree species were coltrected on the glounds of
The New York Botanical Garden ! e. fatispora, P, phvsafoides,

loca- spccies include, !.  noJ tana, P. phvlloFena, !.  rhonboj-
doqpora, l. senistriata, P. bulbosa, 3. castahella, 3. subviscida, !, atrotrurmea;
and P, luteonites. Of these 14 species, only one is knorn to be halfucinotenic I
P. caeruliles. cuznan also cites two other hallucinogenic species of lgqgrylq j.n
our area: P. saveolens, which {as collected in Hackensack, New Jersey!, and, if it
can be telleved, P. senifanceata, lrhich Guznan tliscovereal in a nislateled peck
collection flon arountl Albany.,.nore about this in parL trlo of this revler..
This book is expensive - but cheap colDared rith the street price of
nusltloorns lt describes - and this book is legal. This book is for you
descriptions of the psilocybes in our a.!ea, or if you travef and final
day in the Americas or Japan or Ner Guinea (at l€ast 4 psychoactive
species in Net{ Cuinea, 6 in Japan), or l f  you just enjoy reading any
rnlng navlng to do with these nlrshrooms, In this book, as in inany
Part6 of the Forld, the English is atrocious, but you can nrake
sense out of nost of it, if you try.

ln sun, this book is for you if  you've got the blues.
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A l-CFdl LECEND by IJ] .  K. hl i l l :ans
.'
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Al.f of us learned, in the halcyon days of high school that organlsns
related to each other in one of three ways, or in sorne conbination
or nodification of the three. There i.rere parasites rhich nourished
thenselves on other 1ivin6 creatures, saprolh).tes which fed on the
dead, and synbionts which lived in nutually suplort ive and non-
exploitative harnony, Mycophiles were pleaseal to note that the
paradign of the idyflic synbiotic relationship was the lichen; a
frienalfy fungus wedaled to an aniable a1ga. The dual nat ure of the
lichen was revealed to the world via the Swiss Naturafists' Club
ty Sinon Schi{endener in 1867. The fungus was said to provide water,
ninerafs and p?otection to the alga, {hile the alga's {aste products of
nitr:ogen and other nutrients support the fungus.

Fic. Y-5. Cla.lonia
t;rtdtella. Grcenish
sray. Fruits red.

caxbohydxat es ,

Daf.r-  .a l , . r . - -  iF .n-- .d l t  . )  lead free ano
inalependent llves. Not af1 algae and fungi are compatible, Those which axe,
however, can appeax in a nFiad of conbinations. Depending on whlch afga and
fungus unite anal under what conditions, any of over 20,000 va,rrieties of lichen
can appear, aach wit l  l ts o!,n co_of paLtern and sl^a?e.

Symbiosis l,las indeed Eden, but, as in the biblical ga-riilen, a serpent }.as bounal
to appeal., Biofogists renoved thei-r rose colored glasses, saw what reafly went
on in so-called synbiotic refationshi?s, and ledeflned synbiosis. f t  t{asn't
nutual support, it was nutual larasitisn.
The r?definition of symbiosis cost us our nodef for Utopia, but afl l.las not bleajr;
i t  l las,  af le" al l ,  qLtual ,  . l_ oog n-st  eat  dog, at  lFas1, we'-Ll  have a ^oupIe of
wefl fed canines. But {hat of our nodel of cooperation, the fichen?

Untif recent yeaxs, not nuch xas known about the developnent and flfe cycle of
l . ichens. The najor obstacle Lo lcarning more was the nabil : ty r.o rel iably and
consistently reproduce then'L under laboratory conditions. In 1979, Velnon Ahnadjian
professor of botany and chair.ntan of the Biofogy Departllent at Clark Unlversity,
found the ideal lichen €ubstrate in thin strips of nei,rfy cleaveal rnlca (Natural
History, Vo1. 91, No, 3, Ma.rch 1982). His 6tudie6 of l ichen developnent showeal
that they were not chased fron Fden - they rere never therp.

It is difficult to generallze about the nature, fornation arnd norphology of any
type of orgarisn, There a-re always variations, exceptions, a,fternatives and
nodif ications, This, of course, is a16o true ol l ichen. Research in the f ield
goes on anal conpetent fichenologists disagree, but certain to.oaal outllnes of
the natu.re 6f the beast are becoming cIear.

Lichen axe an i.ntegrated association of a1€a.1 celfs and hyphae. The association
usually stinulates the fungus to forn a thallus rhich we call a fichen, It's clear
that t.he algafpart,ne? supplies the fungus {ith sugar aIcohols, but l'hat, if any-
thing, it gets in return has yet to be aleternined.

then an afgae/fungi union occurs, t.he fungus nay ki1l the afgae and no lichen
will be formed, If however, the algae survive the assault or have a reproduction
rate faster than the kiff rate, they will Etay together and {er11 find then as
lichen on stone and lrood, and noose wifl continue to use then as energency sulvival

food, Ahnadjian defines the relationship as ,'controlleil
parasitisn. "

Air pouution wil1ing, lichen wilf continue to inhabit ou:r' woods
a.rd provide an interesting subject lor study. We'1f have to look
efsewhere, horever, for a nodel of the ideal narria€e.

(Ed. cuy Nearing, one of the founders of The NeB york Mycological
Society, wrote a splendid book on t,he lichehs of our area, calfeal
THE LICHtsl 3O0K, fron {hich these illustrations were tal<en. )

Fig. 1Y-1. Cladonia pyi-
ddtd. Gre€nish gray. F uits


